
Provisions in Constitution Concerning States' Rights 
 

Key Provisions Specifically Recognizing Rights of States 
Amendment X  

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 

reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.  
Amendment XI (1795)  

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 

commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or 

Subjects of any Foreign State. 
Article V 
The Congress,...on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a 

Convention for proposing Amendments, which...shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this 

Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in 

three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress.... 

Key Provisions Interpreted to Limit the Powers of States 

Article. VI.  
This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all 

Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 

Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or 

Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.  

 

Article I, Section. 8 ("Dormant Commerce Clause"):  
The Congress shall have Power...To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several 

States, and with the Indian Tribes. 

 

Article I, Section. 8 ("Necessary and Proper Clause"):  
The Congress shall have Power...To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 

Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of 

the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.  

 

Article I, Section. 10.  
No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; 

coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; 

pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any 

Title of Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports...., 

 No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War 

in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 

engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. 

Amendment XIV (1868) 

No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 

United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 

law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.   

 


